
Homegrown in the Organic Garden
 
Hard work and good soil provide 
Dominican with tons of organic produce 
each year 

In 2003, d patch of hard, clay soil at Dominic~ n 
Hospital \-vas transformed into a small organi garden. 

ow, thanks to the Dominican II ital Foundation 
and seven y aI'S later, Dominicc n's Joanne \Nhecler 
Me110rial Garden provides thousands of pounds of 
produce a year for the hospital cafet ria. 

Powered solely by volunteer efforts, the gard n's 
production (more than 4,100 pounds of vari.OLlS produce 
in 2009) result d in a food purchase savings of $10 200 
over the pas ear. 

The 2007 season proVided the sccond-larg l crop in 
Heirloom tomatoes from the 2009 Dominican crop. Other crops have the history of the garden with ov I' 3,000 pounds. That 
included artichokes, beets, cucumber, carrots, eggplant, beans, , tomato,

s 'led the hospital aroUl d $4,700. The first thre 'I ars onions, trawberries, raspberries, celery, lettuces, cabbage, sprouts, cauli ­

of garden operations the savings to Dominican Hospital flower, broccoli, potatoes, radish, turnips, sunflowers, herbs and edible 
flowers for g rnish. All have been used by food services in various prepa­

See Garden, continued on page 7 rations and hav b en well received by hospital staff. 
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Garden 
Continued from page 1 

averaged $3,100 per year. The 
combined saving has been 
$16,600 over seven y also 

The garden is 7,350 squar(" feet, 
larger than some long-scc1llding 
community gardens. There are 40 
raised redwood planters of various 
lengths, made with lumber do­
nated by Bogard Construction. It's 
also horne to a dedicated gwen­
house donated by a Systemusa, 
a local greenhouse construction 
firm in Watsonville. 

The garden is also home to sev­
eral thousand worms in the form 
of a worm composting system. 

Thanks to the generous dona­
tion from the Wheeler Endow-
m nt, the garden is adorned with 
a gazebo with a fountain, a per­
fect spot for reflection. This 
peaceful area with a garden vi w 
is frequented by hospital staff, 
visitors and the public. 

The Garden Keeps Giving 

The garden has been in the 
spotlight since its creation, and 
has been a frequent draw for me­
dia outlets across the nation. It 
has been presented at workshops 
as an innovative idea and a viable 
cone pt for hospitals across the 
nation. 

Locally, S( Iquel High School has 
sponsored a class that allows dis­
abled students to visit and work 
in the garden while receiving in­
struction. Additionally, UCSC stu­
dents have worked there to earn 
community service school credits. 

Dominican Hospital has been 
instrumental in sharing knowl­
edge with other CHW hospitals, 
whi h has prompted other facili­
ties to start smaller gardens. Ev n 
th garden worms have partici­
pated in the sharing spirit; recent-

Hiking Club takes off� 

The Welln ss Committee Hiking Club took its inaugural jaunt on Thursday, June 17, 
on the Blue Trail at Chaminade. From left are nurses Connie Wilson, Margaret Ip­
pisch, Bridg t Clancy, Nora Contreras, Patty Martin, Christine Vanderbundt and Me­
lissa Maloney. 

ly some Dominican worms 
were sbared with the St. Jo­
s ph's in tockton. LHW 
also featured th gard n in 
a recent Annual R ·port. 

The garden has also been 
highlighted on several occa­
sions by KS '0, a local radio 
statioll. 

The Wheeler 
'-
garden ha ­

been re 'ognized by U.c. 
avis f r the quality of 

operations and innovation. 

New contact info for 
Payroll 

orninican's Payroll Customer 
S r ice will be moving to Phoenix. 
To contact payroll, call (888) 842­
2497, e-mail CHW-PayrollConnect­
PHX@chw.edu or fax (602) 798­
0466. 


